[Norovirus gastroenteritis: frequent, often epidemic, with potentially severe complications].
Norovirus are the most frequent causes of epidemic gastroenteritis. Infections generally resolve spontaneously, but may lead to severe complications including death, or become chronic in immunocompromised hosts. Complications preferentially occur in immunocompromised hosts and their consequences are sometimes severe in vulnerable individuals living in confined spaces, such as healthcare settings. Norovirus have a high capacity to mutate. This and their capacity to persist in the water and on everyday objects of our surroundings favor the occurrence of epidemics. As a vaccination protective against most relevant strains is currently not available and in view of their high contagiousness, the prevention and control of the norovirus gastroenteritis remains a major clinical challenge.